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Asean@50: Build on the
dreams of the founding fathers

As Asean celebrates its Golden Jubilee, it is opportune for us to take a step back and ask our-people what they
want of the regional bloc in the next 50 years before striving forward together as one community.
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THERE has never been a better time to

examine Asean as a regional bloc, how far
we have come and where we are heading
next. It has been exactly 50 years since
Asean was and since then, this
e never stronger and
more. ent in the global stage, -
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predicated upon the suhﬂi({‘pmvlb ided by a
mull M as a coun-
try is one that reaches beyond its potential
and one that has always set its sight on the
distant . For that reason, we must e
imegra(eﬂ into a region that is greater than

the sum ofits parts.
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from the world today - what will guide usto  One that looks into wealth and income ine- 50 Aseal the
face this future? j, healthcare, access to quality educa- region and truly hecome a global power-

‘This is why my ministry has been tasked on, environmental protection, a good stand-  house in the next 33 years,
to reach as muny youths as possible to get ard of living, integrated public transport, ‘What would we like Asean to be in the
their aspirations of what they want tosee - sporting achievement, civic consciousness next decade, or five decades? The current
the nation be in the future, to be recorded in  and greater investments into ith the responsibility
a massive plan called the National research, amo others. » to shape the future of Asean would like to
‘Transformation 2050 (TN50). ‘With shared dreams come shared respon-  ‘see nn Asean that will be able to realise all of
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o this, I've spent the first six months of
2017 mveﬂhg?m:ugh all corners of

unny
e challenge of automation and robots,

Tam an eternal optimist on the future of

Asean and I am a firm believer in its role as
the catalyst for peace and prosperity in this

m:n Our fate in Asean has been leter-
d by our geogr: /. As the

g goes,
we can choose our ds but we cannot
choose our ¢ ours,

The success of one mﬂnn in the region
will have a positive buaﬂ.ng on all, while the
failure of any will have a calamitous effect
on all. Asean’s future is in its togetherness.
‘We can either leverage on our collective

strengths to soar together towards greater
heights or u:ﬁ:mtely to mce amore dan-

gerous an
Economically, w:must cnmmua to build
upon the Asean Economic Community. More
integration is needed, not less, By all means
draw lessons from Brexit but the right ones
notxhewmngonu ‘We must be serious to
further down harriers to trade hoth
tariff and non-tariff.
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y and welcome. se the
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We must work to make Asean more rele-
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ms!kstsumlscondngwmend.so
let us now twm the work at hand to the next
50 years dedicating it to the future genera-
tion. Let us continue to build on the dreams
of the founding fathers of Asean who s!aned
a ]aumey 50 impmhable that they themn-
selves eir wildest imaginations never:
could hava thought how successful it would
eventually be.

That 50 years later, we are marvelling at
their collective wisdom in every capiral ofa
united Asean is the most fitting tribute of all
to this greatest and most enduring of
endeavours,

Khairy Jamaluddin is the Youth and Sports
Minister. This is one of a series of articles to
mark the 50th anniversary of the regional
grouping by the Asean members of the Asia
News Network. The views expressed here are
entirely the writer’s own.



